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Are Religion and Science Universal Categories of Human Experience? 
	Science and religion are two concepts or subjects that deal with separate aspects related to human experience. While both subjects have their domains, their interaction and application have ensured a peaceful coexistence around the world. Therefore, it can be clearly stated that science and religion are independent in explaining the universal human experience. Science provides evidence that comes from the examination of the real world. For example, experiments and observations are used to provide or dispute the evidence. On the other hand, religion provides evidence-based on supernatural entities or forces. The fact that religion cannot be explained by science proves that they are separate and both apply in understanding universal categories of human experience. 
Science is the study of facts either in natural or social systems through research experimentation and observations. Religion is a social cultural system whereby people believe in existence of a supernatural being and connect all their daily activities to the dream. Universal human experiences are experiences that are accepted worldwide such may include experiences such as friendship family childhood and space. That being said, despite the differences between science and religion in explaining human experience, they have always met each other at some point. Science has been made of concepts arising from religious values and vice versa. In chapter 7 of his book titled, the story of radio mind: a missionary's journey on Indigenous land, Klassen (179) talks about how Frederick Du Vernet used radio waves as a central medium for promoting his spiritual politics. Radio technology was a scientific invention that has had a major impact on the human experience. For example, it is indicated that the “first ship- to- shore radio transmission became standard for the shipping industry” (Klassen 179). At the time when radio waves were introduced and were spreading all over the world, psychologists were in the process of understanding the complexity of human consciousness. Du Vernet introduced the use of the radio mind or telepathy as one of the effective ways of understanding the spirituality of humans. He believed in the powers of telepathy more as opposed to psychology, psychic research, or theology. For example, he used the power of the radio mind to "exhibit the power of thought transference” to a group of young people (Klassen 180). Telepathy allowed Du Vernet to read the minds of people. Using both religion and science as indicated above, Du Vernet criticized government officials, schools, and churches. He used spiritual politics to talks about many issues including inequality economic justice, and rights of the indigenous people among others (Klassen 184). From this chapter, it is clear that psychology resulted from the science of consciousness and religious views about human nature as put forth by Du Vernet. This chapter indicates that while science and religion might be separate, they can depend on each other to explain the universal human experience. 
	The views on the interaction between religion and science have also been explained by Alan Wallace in his book titled Buddhism and Science. The relationship between Buddhism and Science has not only raised debates with scientists but also Buddhists and other scholars. Wallace (1) indicates that “serious objections to this presupposition can be raised from the outset.” This refers to the arguments that have been raised in the relationship between Buddhism and Science. There is no single view on Buddhism, just like there is no single view on science. However, one factor that combines both science and Buddhism is the involvement of rational investigation in understanding human experience (Wallace 87). The use of theories, technologies, and methods explains the rationality of science. On the other hand, Buddhism has been referred to as the science of the mind. For example, the Dalai Lama talks about philosophical principles that are shared by both science and religion. Such principles include empiricism, causality, and mental transformation among others (Wallace 97). Apart from this, Buddhist scriptures and doctrines have related to the scientific explanations of human experience. For example, the Buddhist concept of impermanence is a philosophical concept (Wallace 195). which asserts that nothing is permanent and further explains that its science inescapable and that therefore in order to conquer it one should move on diligently.   However, there are still criticisms regarding this relationship. 
	In an excerpt of the book titled Religion: Beyond a Concept, Jeremy Stolow talks about the difficulty in showing the differences between religion and technology as it applies to human experience. Therefore, the views of Stolow support the two assertions above on the interdependence between religion and science. He indicates that “technologically mediated actions are also often governed by principles of automaticity, reproducibility making them phenomenologically comparable to religious experiences” (de Vries 669).  Stolow appreciates the work of science in the workplace, laboratories, institutions, and conferences among others. However, he asserts that there is a supernatural force that brings natural order to the world to allow the workings of science. The book excerpt indicates that the rise of communication technology was inspired by the religious idea of contacting the dead through telepathic means (de Vries 672). On the other hand, the growth of religion has been inspired by the development of communication technologies for passing information everywhere.  The development of communication technologies led to spiritualism growing into an international movement and culture that defines human experience (de Vries). Technology has as well greatly facilitated the a very crucial role in the distribution of spiritual messages to big number of people though it has been also largely involved in matters of the body emotions as well as change of patterns of thinking. Therefore, this excerpt shows that modernity has been inspired by the interaction between religion and science. 
	To further support the assertions by the three authors above, Boyer (1) talks about the relationship between religion and psychology from the perspective of their origin and evolution. The book indicates that the origin of religious concepts can be attributed to cognitive inferences of the mind such as moving and reasoning. Such perceptions about the occurrence of natural phenomena result from processes in the human brain. The book states that “the explanation for religious beliefs and behaviors is to be found in the way all human minds work” (Boyle 4). Therefore, the author indicates that the natural origin of humans can be explained by different scientific concepts such as cognitive psychology, cultural anthropology, neuroscience, linguistics, and cognitive science among others. The scientific inference systems can be used in determining the religious beliefs of individuals. For example, the belief in supernatural powers can be attributed to different detection agents such as the conscious system (Boyle 10). The fact that individuals experience such agents but cannot describe them shows the relationship between religion and science. 
	Although religion and science may seem independence and, in most cases, conflicting with each other in some instances such as in the cases of evolution and creation they have a common view. Despite different facts aired, discussed and others proven, the two at one point talk of an initial force/ thing which resulted to the creation of the world, keenly analyzing the two, (religion and science) one establishes that nothing came to existence from a vacuum, there must have been an initiator of how the universe came to be.
 Another instance of conflict between scientists and religious people is the way they view the universe. While Christians for instance view the universe as simple, scientists view it as complex. several instances have indicated their interdependence and coexistence. Their relationship has always been dynamic overtime and have been observed to complement each other over time.  Therefore, it can be clearly stated that the interaction of science and religion determines the universal categories of human experience.  While these concepts might be independent, they borrow and infer from each other to understand the natural and biological occurrences of the world. 















Works Cited
Boyer, Pascal. Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious Thought. 
	New York, United States: Basic Books, 2001. 
de Vries, Hent. Religion: Beyond a Concept. New York, United States: 
	Fordham University Press, 2008. 
Klassen, Pamela E. The Story of Radio Mind: A Missionary’s Journey on Indigenous Land. 
	Chicago, United States: The University of Chicago, 2018. 
Wallace, Alan B. Buddhism and Science: Breaking New Ground. New York, United States:
	Columbia University Press, 2003. 
